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Daily Itinerary (subject to change): 

Day 1: January 5, 2023 Depart USA   
Flights booked on own to Lisbon, Portugal .  Bring some Euros (your bank can pro-
vide them with some advance notice) with you so you will be able to make purchases 
on the first day. Also make sure you have more than one credit card and never put 
your card in an ATM on the last day in any location. If possible use the card at a bank 
so you don’t have a chance of losing it. Carry emergency cash in your sock.   ;-) 

Day 2: January 6, 2023 Arrive Lisbon 
Arrival transfer to hotel and check-in. Remainder of the afternoon free with your 
group leader. Visit Oriente Train Station by Calatrava, on the red line of the subway 
network. As well as the Santa Justa Lift by Gustave Eiffel (Mr. Eiffel Tower)  Lunch 
on your own, at the Mercado da Ribeira. Museu Colecao Berardo in we have time and 
energy. Down the street (a good ways) from Mercado da Riberia 
Welcome Group Dinner (D) 

Day 3: January 7, 2023 Lisbon Tour 
Following breakfast, morning guided orientation tour of Lisbon. Remainder of the day 
for independent touring.  Do what we missed on day 2   ;-) 

Day 4: January 8, Lisbon/Seville  
Coach transfer from Lisbon to Seville 
Stop in Evora for lunch. 
Arrive Seville and check-into the hotel. (L)  Visit the Calatrava bridges and the Seville  
1992 Expo World Fair site. The river is integral to the city.  Metropol Parasol, Plac 
de Espana is a significant experience and the bullfighting stadium is on the way.  
 

Day 5: January 9, Seville  
After breakfast this morning, we embark on a guided tour of the city including  
admission to the Alcazar, learn all about its history and architecture. 

Day 6: January 10, Seville/Fez (Morocco) 
*Pick up packed breakfast (early departure) 
Coach transfer Seville to pier in Algeciras.  From here we will be able to see the Rock 
of Gibraltar.  This is the closest point between Europe and Africa and many Jewish 
citizens used this connection to Morocco to escape the Nazis. When Hitler went to 
Morocco and asked the King-Sultan, where the Jews were, he responded: “There are 
no Jews in Morocco, only Moroccans”!  France Vichy government controlled Mo-
rocco at that point and was sympathetic to Germany (to save France)?.  
Board ferry and depart to Tangiers. 
Meeting upon arrival by waiting coach and continue to Fez. 
*Stop at the restaurant for a “clay pot” lunch. (L) 

Day 7: January 11, Fez 
Full day touring in Fez with a local guide. Fez known for its Fes El Bali walled medi-
na, with medieval Marinid architecture, vibrant souks and old-world atmosphere.  We 
will undoubtedly visit the Medina, the large souk that you can get lost in. Donkeys 
move through narrow passages with goods for merchants.   (L/D) 
 

 
 

 35 - Day Tour Includes: 
 

 (34) Nights Accommodations in 

good 3* & 4* hotels. 

 Luxury Motor Coach  transporta-

tion where mentioned. 

 Leadership of: 

 Professor Rod Underwood 

 Breakfast Daily 

 6 Lunches 

 15 Dinners 

 Sightseeing per Itinerary 

 R/T Ferry Seville/Tangiers/Seville 

 High Speed train Madrid/Barcelona 

 Flight from Barcelona to Nice 

 Train Monte Carlo/Milan 

 Train Venice/Florence 

 Overnight Ferry Bari/Patras 

 Full day 3 Island cruise—Athens 

 Flight Athens/Istanbul 

 Flight Izmir/Cappadocia/Istanbul 
 Gratuities included. 

$7,799 P/P Dbl. Occ. 
Single supplement $,1700 

(Subject to confirmation of services and 
Pending Air Confirmations) 

DOES NOT INCLUDED INTERNATIONAL AIRFARE TO 
Lisbon and return from Istanbul ( or Abu Dhabi) 

 

   Join Rod Underwood on WORLD TOUR 2023 to:  

Portugal, Spain, Morocco, France,  
Italy,  Greece &Turkey 

 Optional extension to UAE 

January 5—February 9, 2023 
Optional Extension February 9—
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Day 8: January 12, Fez/Granada 
Depart by coach from Fez and return to Tangiers. Board ferry and return to Algeciras. Meeting by coach and transfer to Granada. 2 nights 
Granada (D) 

Day 9: January 13, Granada 
Depart for the Alhambra. 2 hour tour of the Alhambra, a palace and fortress complex  
Built in 889 CE. Afternoon independent time. Flamenco Dance in evening? 
Depart Granada by coach for Cordoba. Stop in Cordoba, best known for La Mezquita, an immense mosque dating from 784 A.D. 
Continue after visit to Madrid. Transfer to hotel. 2 nights Madrid (D) 

Day 10: January 14, Granada/Madrid 
De[art Granada by coach for Cordoba. Stop in Cordoba, best know for La Mezquita, an immense mosque dating from 765 A.D. Continue 
after visit to Madrid. Transfer to hotel. 2 nights in Madrid (D)  An interesting aspect of this mosque is that the grid of the columns of the 
mosque is carried out into the basque of trees in the entry courtyard. Much like the trees outside the Republic Newspaper in Columbus Indi-
ana.  AND the areas where the trees are palms, the foliage resembles the arches in the interior of the mosque.  ;-)  It’s easy to see the influ-
ence of the Moors from Granada in this courtyard, small streams of water surrounding everything.  AND hmmm, a basque of trees in Span-
ish basque territory, a coincidence???   This province, of Cordoba is a very large olive production area,. Enjoy the views of these groves in-
stead of sleeping on the coach. ;-).  

Day 11: January 15, Madrid 
Morning guided tour of Madrid. See the bustling Gran Vía, the wonderful Plaza Mayor, and the classic Prado Museum. 

Afternoon independent time with group leader.  We’ll want to go to the Atocha Tran station which has a botanical garden inside, and then 
across the street to the Reina Sofia museum and Gaixa Forum and its botanical wall, across the street, and then to the Real Jardin Botanical 

garden directly across from the Forum, on down the street to the Prado Museum and up to El Retiro park. Lots to see in a small area, mini-
mum walking and then back to Plaza Mayor for lunch?? 

Day 12: January 16, Madrid/Barcelona 
 Transfer to the rail station.  Rail Madrid/Barcelona by high speed train.   
  Meeting upon arrival and transfer to hotel. Afternoon Barcelona city tour with a local guide. The variety of artistic treasures, the Rom   an-
esque churches and the great names in modern art and architecture , Dali, Gaudi, Miro, Picasso . (D) 

Day 13: January 17, Barcelona 
Independent day with group leader.  Sagrada Famila, of course,Guell Park, Gaudi House(s), Agbar tower, Parc Central del Poblenou with it’s 
green walls, Parroquia Del Patriarca Abraham on way to beach,  Centre Municipal de Vela similar to the Vancouver docks in terms of sea 
reference, with the Vela Hotel behind, similar to the Burj Al Arab in Dubai, (nothing new), then Frank Ghery Fish,  
Las Rambles in Evening   The Barcelona Pavilion, the Olympic park, the Magic Musical Fountain light show, and, and, and... 

Day 14: January 18, Barcelona/Nice 
Breakfast at the hotel and check out.  A transfer will be provided to the Barcelona Airport. Depart Barcelona for Nice. 
Meeting upon arrival at the Nice Airport.  Enjoy a guided tour of Nice. Breathe in the fresh Mediterranean air as you stroll the famous 
Promenade des Anglais, be charmed by the quaint streets of Old Town, or get a panoramic view of the whole city from atop Castle Hill.  You 
can appreciate the park built OVER the Paillon River with the river path identified in the park, a beautiful, relaxing place with a walk up 
Castle Hill and overlooking the harbor on the other side of the hill. Overnight accommodations in the Nice area. (D) 

Day 15: January 19, Nice/Milan 
Breakfast at the hotel and check-out. Depart from Nice for Monte Carlo where group will visit on their own. The park, Casino Square,  in 
front of the Casino, where you will watch the luxury cars come and go from the security of your :”egg”.is worth the time.  Go into the casino 
to use the bathrooms. ;-) Also  as you face the Casino, to the left isthe Grimaldi Forum Convention center is worth the visit, and to the right, 
down the hill, is the harbor with the boats you’d expect. Groups luggage will be stored at the Monte Carlo train station. At the end of your 
day in Monte Carlo return to the rail station. Depart Monte Carlo in the early evening for Milan.  Upon arrival a transfer will be provided to 
your accommodations. 
Day 16: January 20, Milan 
After breakfast you will be joined by a local guide who will provide a city tour of Milan.  The Gothic Duomo di Milano cathedral and the 
Santa Maria delle Grazie convent, housing Leonardo da Vinci’s mural “The Last Supper,” testify to centuries of art and culture.   
There will be independent time in the afternoon with group leader. Galleria Vittorio Emanuale II is the precedent for the Eaton Center in 
Toronto that you likely visited in second year. Take the climb to the top of the Milano Cathedral and view the city.  

Day 17: January 21, Milan/Venice 
Breakfast at the hotel and check out. Depart by private coach from Milan to Venice. 
Enroute stop in Treviso *Visit the Brion Cemetery ( you should look at the Brion Cemetery before we get there, you’ll be surprised at the 
context and be prepared to take lots of images. and Verona on the way to Venice. Verona is the city of arches, bridges and gardens—
Beautiful  Arrive Venice coach parking in the late afternoon. Walk to your hotel near the rail station. Overnight Venice. Venice has conven-
ient self service laundries, likely near our hotel, take advantage.   

Day 18: January 22 Venice/Florence 
After breakfast enjoy a morning walking tour of Venice, including the Grand Canal thoroughfare – lined with Renaissance and 
Gothic palaces. The central square, Piazza San Marco, contains St. Mark’s Basilica, which is tiled with Byzantine mosaics, and the Campanile 
bell tower offering views of the city’s red roofs.  Take the water taxi to Cemetery Island and Murano where the glass is made.) Return to the 
hotel to collect your luggage & walk to the rail station. 
Depart Venice by train to Florence.  Upon arrival you’ll be able to walk to your accommodations. 3 nights in Florence. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.barcelona.com/barcelona_city_guide/salvador_dali
https://www.barcelona.com/barcelona_city_guide/gaudi_barcelona
https://www.barcelona.com/barcelona_city_guide/references_marks/architecture
https://www.barcelona.com/barcelona_city_guide/references_marks/culture
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Day 19: January 23, Florence 
Morning guided walking tour of Florence including entrance to the Accademia, best known as the home of Mi-
chelangelo's sculpture David.  Remainder of the day for independent touring with group leader.  Walk u p to San 
Miniato al Monte and look back at Florence, back to Ponte Vecchio, one of two inhabitated bridges in the world, 
the other in Bath England. On to the Pitti Palace and Boboli gardens. It is noteworthy that the aristocracy could 
walk from the Palazzo Vecchio through the Ufizzi Gallery, over the top of Ponte Vecchio, and above ground to 
the Pitti Palace,  being totally separated from the general public.  Stratchatella Gellato is the BEST at the Gellal-
to store at the corner of Pelazzo Signori diagonally oppose the Pallazzo Vecchio.  The Medici Palace is at the 
corner across from the Duomo. Watch the Medici series on Netflix before you go to Florence.  

Day 20: January 24, Florence 
Enjoy a full day tour by coach to Siena and San Gimignano including a visit to a winery with a tasting & lunch. 
(L) These are two amazing Italian hill towns. Siena has a plaza that is divided with markers representing the 
ruling families of Siena and they have yearly horse races around the plaza. San Gimignano is exquisite, a jewel. 
On one of our visits, it snowed and the family towers of San  Gimignano disappeared into the snowy sky. It was 
like being inside a snowy paperweight. Each of these hill towns are worth an entire day by themselves, so make 
good use of your time.  

Day 21: January 25, Florence/Rome 
Depart from Florence by coach for Rome.  A stop will be made in Assisi where the group will have time for a 
visit & to get their own lunch.  Continue to Rome. 3 nights in Rome. Again an exquisite hill town. The home of 
St. Francis of Assisi, founder of the Franciscan order, and the hilly passages of the town are worth walking lei-
surely through over and over.  It has two medieval castles, only one has been fully restored. Incredible view of 
the surrounding valley.  

Day 22: January 26, Rome 
After breakfast you will be joined by a local guide and provided with a public transportation pass.  With guide 
assistance you will proceed to the Vatican. Its Vatican Museums house ancient Roman sculptures such as the 
famed “Laocoön and His Sons” as well as Renaissance frescoes in the Raphael Rooms and the Sistine Chapel, fa-
mous for Michelangelo’s ceiling. This afternoon continue with your guide to the Colosseum for an visit. 
Day 23 January 27 Rome 
Full independent day to explore Rome on your own. Oh my goodness,…. the Baths of Caracalla, the Forum, the 
Pantheon, Palatine Hill, or a Dan Brown Divinci Code Tour, Trevi Fountain, the Spanish Steps, Castel Saint 
Angelo, the plaza of Leonardo Divinci at Capitoline Hill   We coujld spend a month in Rome and the immediate 
surroundings. If folks wish, we could take a half day trip to Villa d’Este, the grounds and fountains are magnifi-
cent.  

Day 24: January 28, Rome/Pompeii/Bari 
Early breakfast at the hotel and check out. Depart by coach for Pompeii.  Visit the ruins. The ghostly ruins of 
ancient Pompeii (Pompei in Italian) make for one of the world's most engrossing archaeological experiences. 
Pompeii has many unusual aspects. As a port town, it provided “entertainment and companionship” for visiting 
sailors and since they were from other countries, the “offerings” were painted on the walls, like the menu at 
McDonalds.  Use your imagination.  
Continue to Bari and board the overnight ferry (cabins provided) for Patras, Greece. (D) Get up early and watch 
the “Greek Islands” at sunrise as we pass by coming into Patras.  

Day 25: January 29, Patras/Olympia/Nauplion  
Arrive Patras this morning. Breakfast on board. Depart by coach for Delphi. Delphi is famous for one thing in 
particular: it is home to the world-famous oracle of Delphi. Delphi is almost a carnival atmosphere, with the path 
to the Oracle temple lined with shops for purchasing offerings to the Oracle. The Oracle would respond to ques-
tions verbally so they were open to interpretation. For instance, will my child be a boy?? It will be a boy not a 
girl. Without the comma, it could be either, It will be a boy not, a girl. The priestess who represented the Oracle 
was housed in a subterrain space that was subjected to volcanic fumes and consequently she was likely a little 
“high” when she talked to visitors. This oracle was renowned in Ancient Greece, as pilgrims from all over the 
Mediterranean would visit it to receive the prophecies of the ancient Greek god Apollo.  Punctuation is IM-
PORTANT!!   It’s time to eat grandma, or it’s time to eat, grandma.  
After visiting Delphi continue to Athens. Overnight Athens. (D) 
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Day 26: January 30, Athens 
Morning guided tour of Athens including the Acropolis.  The city is still dominated by 5th-century BC land-
marks, including the Acropolis, a hilltop citadel topped with ancient buildings like the colonnaded Parthenon 
temple. Afternoon free for independent activities  The Acropolis is obviously noteworthy, especially noting the 
forced perspectives of all of the objects from the Propylae (https://resources.saylor.org/wwwresources/archived/
site/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/HIST361-2.2.2-Parthenon.pdf ) Note that the Parthenon is full of “perspective” 
tricks with NO straight lines and NO right angles anywhere  Visit the relatively new Acropolis Museum by Ber-
nard Tschumi. While the exhibits are well worth the visit, the building itself is significant. 
Day 27 January 31 Athens 
Full Day 3 Island cruise including lunch. Visit the islands of Aegina, Poros, and Hydra. (L) 
Day 28: February 1, Athens 
Morning independent activities.  Visit Parliament and the Tomb of the Unknown soldier and watch the changing 
of the Guards every hour on the hour and it is colorful. Afternoon Cape Sounion Sunset Tour. This is a Kodak 
moment, the sunset against the temple ruins is worth the trip. 

Day 29: February 2, Athens/Istanbul(first it was Byzantium and then Con-
stantinople and finally Istanbul) 
Breakfast at the hotel and check out. A transfer will be provided to the airport. 
Depart Athens for Istanbul.  Meeting upon arrival and transfer to the hotel. 
An afternoon walking tour of Istanbul including visit of St. Sophia, the Blue Mosque, Hippodrome and Grand 
Bazaar. From any location along the Bosporus, you can see two continents, Europe and Asis. We will want to ask 
our guide to discuss the  Muslim religion while sitting in St. Sophia or the Blue Mosque. Also watch Dan 
Brown’s “Inferno” before we go to Istanbul. The Grand Bazaar is a half day experience, especially if you are a 
“shopper”.  Group dinner this evening,. (D) 

Day 30: February 3, Istanbul. 
Full independent day.  Suleymaniye and Topkapi Palaces,   Walk across the drawbridge and up the hill to Istiklal 
Avenue  

Day 31 February 4 Istanbul 
Morning free.  Afternoon Bosphorus Cruise. Pass under the beautiful Galata Bridge on to  the Asia side and stop 
under the Bosphorus bridge. Also see the Rumeli fortress. At this point yo can also return to the Grand Bazaar 
and purchase the things that you saw and were unsure of. ;-) Remember you have to carry them home, but you 
will be returning soon.  Jewelry is a great option.  

Day 32: February 5, Istanbul/Canakkale 
Breakfast at the hotel and check out.  Depart Istanbul by coach for Canakkale.  A stop will be made for a visit of 
Troy. Troy is one of the world’s most famous ancient cities, renowned for being the site of the Trojan War. 
Overnight Canakkale.  Hefre  you can see a giant Trojan Horse by the sea. It is very impressive ;-) (D) During 
one of the stops on this transfer is a great opportunity to get someTurkish Figs.  

Day 33: February 6, Canakkale/Ephesus/Kusadasi 
Continue the next day to Kusadasi. Visit the ruins of Ephesus. (https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-greece/
ephesus)  Review this site before we go, Ephesus is AMAZING and the sea, for which it was a significant port is 
no longer close by, just as the case with Troy. One of the best preserved ancient cities of the world. Overnight 
Kusadasi  area (D) 

Day 34: February 7, Kusadasi/Izmir/Cappadocia 
Transfer to the airport in Izmir.  Fly to Cappadocia.  Meeting upon arrival and visits to Goreme Open Air Muse-
um, The Valley’s of Devrent, Pasabag and the Citadel of Uchisar.  Overnight Cappadocia (D) 

Day 35 February 8 Cappadocia 
Full day underground city of Derinkuyu, explore the caves of this interesting city, and the Ihlara Valley Gorge.  
Overnight Cappadocia (D) A non-included option is a Balloon ride to see the volcanic topography from above. 
These likely need to be scheduled in advance. Be warned, they are pricey. 

Day 36: February 9, Cappadocia/Istanbul 
Early check out.  Depart  
A transfer will be provided to the airport.  Depart Cappadocia for Istanbul. 
 
Option 1: Depart on your individual self booked flight home. 

OPTIONAL EXTENSION: 
Option 2: Depart Istanbul for Abu Dhabi, UAE  (Flight included on TK Airlines) 

 

https://resources.saylor.org/wwwresources/archived/site/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/HIST361-2.2.2-Parthenon.pdf
https://resources.saylor.org/wwwresources/archived/site/wp-content/uploads/2011/08/HIST361-2.2.2-Parthenon.pdf
https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-greece/ephesus
https://www.history.com/topics/ancient-greece/ephesus
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OPTIONAL EXTENSION TO UAE 
4 Nights Accommodations   

Luxury Motor Coach  transportation where mentioned. 
Leadership of: 

 Professor Rod Underwood 
Breakfast Daily 

2 Dinners 
Flight from Istanbul to Abu Dhabi 

 

$1,199 P/P Dbl. Occ. 
(Subject to confirmation of services and 

Pending Air Confirmation) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Day 36: February 9, Istanbul/Abu Dhabi 
Depart Istanbul in the evening. 

Day 37: February 10, Abu Dhabi 
Arrive Abu Dhabi, UAE in the early morning.  Transfer to the hotel where rooms will be available immediately. 
Late breakfast.  Afterwards enjoy highlights of the UAE’s capital city including Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque, 
the Corniche, and Qasr Al Watan Palace. Abayas (long dresses with a scarves) are provided for women to enter 
the mosque. Possibility of visiting Masdar City, a planned city project in Abu Dhabi. 
Day 38: February 11, Abu Dhabi/Dubai/Abu Dhabi 
Full day use of coach & local guide for touring Dubai. See Burj Al-Arab hotel, on Jumeirah Beach, take in views 
of the white marble dome and minarets of Jumeirah Mosque. Tour the old quarter of Dubai and visit the exciting 
Spice Souk and shop for bargains in Deira Gold Souk. 
Group Dinner provided this evening. 
Day 39: February 12, Depart 
Free morning. 
Transfer to the airport at the appropriate time. 
Depart on your individually-self booked flight home. 
Please Note: 

 This offer is accurate as of today, August 4, 2021 and is subject to availability and revision without 
notice when owing to circumstances beyond the control of Contemporary Tours up until final payment 
is received. 

 Tour Cost includes all items as per the itinerary. 

 The cost of the program is based on the value of the country visited as of today, August 4, 2021. In 
the event of a change, we reserve the right to adjust the land cost accordingly up until final payment 
is received. 

 Motor Coach fuel surcharges are subject to a possible increase until final payment is made.  

 The Tour Cost may be adjusted any time after the signing of the tour agreement as a result of 
requested or required changes (e.g. based on supplier availability) to the Tour Inclusions, itinerary or 
group size. Any changes to the Tour Cost will be reflected on Group’s final invoice. 

 Trip Cancellation Insurance premium is determined by the total cost of the sum of the international 
airfare and the land program. Speak with a Contemporary Tours Representative for details.  It is 
strongly suggested that each participant purchase trip cancellation insurance. 

 Group agrees that any changes to the Tour Cost will not affect any other clause in this proposal and any and all 


